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Introduction

Themes of the Conference

Speakers and Sessions

The concept of Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) evolved to serve the primary objectives 
of accountability, e�ciency, e�ectiveness and learning for course correction of 
development interventions. It is a continuous assessment of progress towards achieving 
intended results and the information collected thereof is processed and analyzed to allow 
real time evidence driven decision-making. While on one hand the Governments and 
organizations around the world are faced with challenges such as limited resources, on the 
other hand they are required to be more responsive to the demands of the stakeholders, 
good governance, accountability, transparency, e�ectiveness, and delivery of tangible 
outcomes. M&E capabilities in India are fragmented and still in a nascent stage, plagued by 
lack of systemization and low awareness of M&E. Thus, there is a need to leverage existing 
capacities to build a holistic M&E approach to foster accountability and develop a culture 
of evidence-based decision making.

The key theme of the Conference is “Institutionalizing M&E practices for sustainable 

impact”. Over the course of two days, discussion would explore aspects related to:
 1. Demand for evidence and translating results into action and impact
 2. Experience and best practices from institutionalizing outcome-based monitoring
 3. Data governance to improve the quality of evidence generated
 4. Building institutional and resource capabilities in Government for demand 

generation and implementation of M&E systems 
 5. Innovative and alternative methodologies/approaches to Monitoring and 

Evaluation
 6. Emergent and cutting-edge technologies in the domain for Monitoring and 

Evaluation
7. Adapting evaluative approaches to a post COVID world

Participants: Evaluators, Policymakers, International Organizations, Academic/Research Institutions 
(Academia, students, Fellows etc.), Think Tanks, NGOs (in M&E Space), Consulting Firms

For the above-mentioned sessions distinguished speakers can be invited from Multilateral 
organizations, International organizations, Think Tanks, Academia, Central Ministries and State 
Government, Training Institutes, Research Agencies and NGOs. 



10:00 – 10:20

10:20 – 11:30

Welcome Address: 

 • Dr. Sekhar Bonu, Director General, DMEO 
Inaugural address: 
 • Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog

Moderator:

• Dr. Sekhar Bonu, Director General, DMEO
Panelists:

• Shri M. Hari Menon, Country Director, Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

• Dr. Yamini Aiyar, President and Chief Executive, Centre for Policy 
Research

• Shri Pravin Srivastava, Ex-Secretary and Chief Statistician of 
India, Government of India

• Mr Gonzalo Hernández Licona, Director, Multidimensional 
Poverty Peer Network

• Shri Sunil Kumar, Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj

Inaugural Session

Plenary Session
“Role of M&E in Institutionalizing Evidence-based Policy Making”

Day 1 – March 18, 2021

11:45 – 13:00

Sub Theme - 2
"Monitoring Outcomes for realizing SDGs”

Conference Program

Governments around the world are faced with the pressures of 
providing more and better services under tight fiscal environments 
and limited resources, especially considering emerging challenges in 
a post pandemic world. This requires our policies and public 
programmes to be e�cient, equitable, and e�ective in achieving 
desired results within the intended timeline. To achieve this, an 
increasing number of governments have looked at institutionalizing 
robust Monitoring and Evaluation or M&E as part of their policy 
planning and implementation cycle. Today’s “M&E systems” go by 
several names such as performance-measurement/performance- 
based accountability systems, and so on. They all aim at building 
evidence-based policies and programs that are smarter, more 
impactful, and reduce inequities. This session focuses on overarching 
concerns such as the significance of evidence in policy making, 
current M&E landscape in India, the challenges, possible solutions 
and best practices from across India and the world. 

Limited government resources and massive developmental needs 
facing India have necessitated the adoption of outcomes-based 
monitoring. There have been several disparate e�orts at 
institutionalization of outcomes-based monitoring across all layers 
of governance – Central, State, District and further granular levels in 



Moderator:

• Shri Anand Trivedi, M&E Specialist, DMEO
Panelists:
• Shri Shyam S. Dubey, Joint Secretary & Financial Adviser, 

Ministry of Housing and Urban A�airs, Government of India
• Shri Sampath Kumar, IAS, Principal Secretary, Programme 

Implementation & Evaluation Department, Govt. of Meghalaya
• Dr. Pinaki Chakraborty, Director, National Institute of Public 

Finance and Policy
• Ms Shrayana Bhattacharya, Senior Economist, World Bank
• Mr. Ronald Abraham, Founding Partner, IDInsight

India. In 2005-06, the country's first ever outcome budget was 
presented, followed by some ministries producing their own outcome 
budgets and developing digital systems for monitoring outputs and 
outcomes of their interventions.  With States being the key points of 
delivery of various government services in a country as diverse as 
India, several States have developed MIS/dashboards for regular 
tracking of key SDG related outcomes to inform decisions. They have 
also played the role of torch-bearers for other states with recent 
e�orts in the direction of linking outcomes to budgeting exercises to 
increase accountability of government programmes. However, 
leveraging outcomes-based monitoring for strengthening the design 
of government programmes and ensuring accountability and 
transparency in their implementation still remains aspirational. 
Limited capacities to link budgets with programmatic outputs and 
outcomes, absence of high-frequency data capturing for outcomes, 
and weak institutional structures have been some of the challenges in 
the implementation of outcome-based monitoring. This session is 
aimed at understanding how outcomes-based monitoring can be 
adapted by India to inform policy making. 

To combat today’s Food Security and Nutrition (FSN) challenges and 
reach SDG-2 on Zero Hunger, it is vital to provide governments and 
decision-makers with the most accurate and up-to-date evidence. 
The WFP panel brings together government partners and 
international experts to discuss the need for evidence, existing 
challenges, and opportunities, and contextualize the benefits that 
remote monitoring of FSN has to o�er, especially in a post-COVID-19 
world. The discussion will be around unpacking remote monitoring 
solutions that are used in India and globally to provide critical 
evidence and information on FSN in di�erent settings, including crisis 
situations. Once operational, the solutions are a faster and feasible 
way to help governments and stakeholders track the critical FSN 
metrics over time and collect a wide range of data points for 
vulnerable communities, to support evidence-based decision making. 

Sub Theme - 6, 7
“Evidence when it matters most: Remote food security and 
nutrition monitoring solutions for improved results.”

14:00 – 15:15



15:30 - 16:45

Sub Theme - 4
 “Promoting evaluations in academic institutions”

Moderator:

• Dr. Ashwini Chhatre, Associate Professor, Indian School of 
Business, Mohali

Panelists:

• Dr. Shubhashis Gangopadhyay, Research Director, India 
Development Foundation and Dean, Indian School for Public Policy

• Dr. Arnab Mukherjee, Professor, Indian Institute of Management 
Bangalore

• Dr. B. Venkatesh Kumar, Former Prof. & Chairperson at the 
Centre for Public Policy & Governance, Tata Institute for Social 
Sciences

• Dr. Anitha Govindaraj, Professor, Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute 
of Good Governance and Policy Analysis, Bhopal

It also forms an integral part of evaluations, ensuring accountability 
and learning for future programme designs, and support e�orts to 
build back better.

Moderator:

• Mr Eric Kenefick, Deputy Country Director, WFP India CO.
Panelists:

• Shri Sudhanshu Pandey, Secretary, Department of Food and 
Public Distribution, Government of India

• Shri Kamal Kishore, Member, National Disaster Management 
Authority, Government of India

• Mr. Nicolas Bidault, Senior Programme O�cer, WFP
• Ms. Yumiko Kanemitsu, Regional Evaluation O�cer, WFP RBB

Monitoring and Evaluation’s (M&E) most vital long-term goal is to 
contribute to sustainable development outcomes. This goal depends 
on the production of high-quality evaluations that meet standards of 
quality such as utility, feasibility, propriety, accuracy, and evaluation 
accountability. The last few decades have witnessed a huge uptake in 
the demand for M&E universally. This uptake has been more in context 
of developing economies like India where evidence-based policy 
making has gained prominence. Coupled with an advancement in 
technologies and rapid introduction of associated methodologies, the 
above facts have accentuated the need for skilled and trained 
evaluators. However, M&E capabilities in India are fragmented and still 
in a nascent stage, plagued by lack of systemization and low awareness 
of M&E. It is felt that academic institutions can play a big role in 
catalysing the M&E ecosystem in the country. There is a need to 
leverage not only the existing capacities especially in academia to build 
institutional and resource capabilities but also extend support in order 
to invigorate a holistic M&E and develop a culture of evidence-based 
decision making. The session will deep dive on the need for fostering 
and nurturing partnerships between the Government and academia.



Day 2 – March 18, 2021

10:00 – 10:20

Welcome Address: 

 • Dr. Sekhar Bonu, Director General, DMEO 
Inaugural address: 
 • Mr Amitabh Kant, Chief Executive O�cer, NITI Aayog

Inaugural Session

10:20 – 11:30

Moderator:

• Mr Ashutosh Jain, Deputy Director General, DMEO
Panelists:
• Dr. Shalini Rajneesh, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Government 

of Karnataka
• Dr. Chaya K Degaonkar, Chief Evaluation O�cer, Karnataka 

Evaluation Authority, Government of Karnataka
• Tmt Jayashree Raghunandan, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, 

Government of Tamil Nadu
• Shri Atul Anand, IAS, Commissioner, Planning and Program 

Implementation, Govt of Tamil Nadu
• Shri TVSN Prasad, Additional Chief Secretary, Finance & Planning, 

Govt of Haryana
• Amod Kumar, Principal Secretary, Planning Department, Uttar Pradesh
• Sh. Ravi Prakash Gupta, Director General, Swarna Jayanti Haryana 

Institute for Fiscal Management

Plenary Session
“Building robust M&E systems: An Indian States perspective”

India today is a 1.32 trillion rupees economy (2020-21) of which 18% 
forms the development budget of both central and state 
governments. Given the large size of budgetary allocation spent 
towards implementation of development programs of Government, 
it is imperative that a strong monitoring and evaluation system is 
essential to ensure that programs meet the multi-fold criteria of 
being relevant, e�cient, e�ective, sustainable, equitable and  have 
realizable impact on the ground. Today, the government M&E 
ecosystem in India is extremely diverse. Also, within the 
government, there is a large variation in methods and techniques 
from one state to another. In absence of coherent national M&E 
framework, there exists multiple M&E systems of varying capacities 
with some states with advanced and mature M&E systems while 
many others have M&E system which are newly set-up. 
The aim of this session will be to understand the what constitutes 
central elements of a robust monitoring system and a robust 
evaluation system and learn from experiences of the mature M&E 
systems .



14:00 - 15:15

Sub Theme - 5, 6
“Emerging approaches and technologies for evidence 
generation”

11:45– 13:00

Sub Theme – 1, 7
“Leave no one behind: How M&E can help achieve more equitable 
results in the wake of COVID”

Moderator:

• Dr. Yasmin Ali Haque, UNICEF Representative to India
Panelists:
• Mr Gonzalo Hernández Licona, Director, Multidimensional 

Poverty Peer Network
• Dr. Renu Singh, Executive Director, Young Lives India
• Shri Nand Kumarum, IAS, Chief Executive O�cer, Madhya 

Pradesh Agency for Information Technology (MAPIT)

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a disastrous impact on the lives 
and well-being of many populations across the world, including in 
India. Specifically, it has more clearly highlighted and further 
exacerbated the stark inequalities between di�erent population 
groups, with the most vulnerable most a�ected. Emerging 
evidence on livelihoods, food security/nutrition, access to essential 
services, receipt of social protection, learning/schooling suggests 
that the most marginalized are su�ering the most, especially day 
labourers, migrants, women and children. Now, more than ever, 
reliable and robust evidence is key to emerging from this crisis, to 
ensure that the SDG goals are met and that no one is left behind. 
In particular, the role of Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) is critical. 
With the mandate of strengthening national M&E systems to ‘leave 
no one behind’, UNICEF is convening a session to discuss the 
potential of di�erent M&E tools to achieve more equitable results 
for vulnerable populations, and o�er early lessons in terms of how 
this can be done drawing on the experience of COVID so far, both 
in India and internationally.

Apart from the plenty of ramifications that the COVID-19 
pandemic has dawned upon us, a big positive that has come about 
is the deep penetration of technology and data practices across 
the development ecosystem. As traditional data collection systems 
were severely challenged due to the pandemic induced lockdown 
and social distancing measures, it compelled organisations to 
adopt emerging approaches and technologies for evidence 
generation. Unconventional data sources, virtual data collection 
mechanisms, usage of AI techniques and Big data are being 
increasingly researched for adoption in monitoring and evaluation 
practices. We must ensure that the momentum of these innovative 
practices and accelerated digital transformation are not lost and 
are best-used to strengthen the M&E practices globally. With 



Inaugural Session

better monitoring and data capturing systems in place, the post 
COVID world M&E professionals would find themselves equipped 
with better data. This data should be used for achieving the 
national and international development policy goals and also help 
in furthering the scope of M&E ecosystem. 
This session will focus on understanding how the M&E landscape 
has digitised itself, and the accelerated usage of innovative and 
emerging technologies. 

Using research evidence to inform policies and programs is not a 
new concept. Several countries are investing in developing M&E 
systems and partnering with research organizations to generate 
the evidence they need and want to use. 3ie is one such 
organization that has worked directly with governments to 
facilitate the generation and use of evidence to inform 
decision-making.  
In this session 3ie will set the stage by sharing lessons learned from 
working with di�erent institutional systems, evidence champions, 
engagement and partnerships to promote the use of evidence in 
Low & Middle Income Countries. The panel of experts will then 
unpack the black box of how M&E results and research evidence 
get translated to action and impact. panelists will draw from their 
experiences to talk about how evidence has or can be used, 
particularly, the constraints and compulsions they face in the 

Moderator:

• Shri Venugopal Mothkoor, M&E Specialist, DMEO, NITI Aayog
Panelists:

• Shri Sriganesh Lokanathan, Data Innovation & Policy Lead, UN 
Pulse Lab

• Shri Sayak Khatua, Evaluation Specialist – Research 
Transparency, Reproducibility & Ethics (TRE), 3ie

• Shri Varad Pande, Partner, Omidyar Network India
• Shri Anand Trivedi, M&E Specialist, DMEO, NITI Aayog

15:30 - 16:45

Sub Theme - 1
 Strengthening pathways from evidence to action

Moderator:

• Ms Marie Gaarder, Executive Director, 3ie
Panelists:

• Ms Kirthi Rao, 3ie
• Mr Emmanuel Jimenez, Senior Research Fellow, 3ie
• Shri S. Krishnan, Additional Chief Secretary, Finance 

Department, Government of Tamil Nadu
• Ms Suneeta Krishnan, India Country Lead, MEL, Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation



17:00 - 18:15

Moderator:

• Dr. Shagun Sabarwal, Director - Policy, Training, and 
Communication, CLEAR/J-PAL South Asia

Panelists:

• Shri Balamurugan D.. Chief Executive O�cer, Bihar Rural 
Livelihoods Promotion Society (JEEViKA)

• Shri Debasish Ray Choudhuri, Director - Livelihood, CEO - Social 
Enterprise, Bandhan Konagar

• Mr  Colin Andrews, Program Manager - Social Protection and 
Jobs, World Bank

• Ms Doris King, Associate Director, Programs, Co-Impact

Sub Theme - 1, 4

Reaching scale: What does it take from evidence and 
implementation lens?

The Covid-19 Pandemic has underscored the need for carefully 
framing policies using data and  evidence generated through reliable 
and robust Monitoring & Evaluation (M&E) systems. The  increasing 
demand by Governments' around the world to redirect funding 
towards data and  evidence-driven solutions must be paralleled by 
e�orts to create and re-design systems that allow  for the inflow of 
these evidence-based solutions into existing structures to e�ectively 
and e�ciently  reach millions of people.  
This panel moves forward key questions on adopting evidence- 
backed NGO-incubated and  implemented programs by Government 
actors. The panel will discuss what it takes to successfully  scale these 
programs by ensuring improved program delivery supported by 
su�cient administrative  capacity, strong leadership, policy, and fiscal 
space streamlined M&E systems. We use the example  of an economic 
inclusion program that has garnered substantial international support 
and has a robust  evidence-base backing it – the graduation approach 
- to brings together experts to discuss how  Governments in low and 
middle-income countries can unlock the program's true potential.  
The panel will also deep dive into the case of the Satat Jeevikoparjan 
Yojana (SJY) scheme, which was  announced by the Government of 
Bihar in 2018 and designed on the globally evaluated Ultra-Poor  
Graduation Program. The program provides a holistic set of services to 
India's poorest households,  including a participatory identification 
process to identify the beneficiaries, asset-grant transfer,  training, 
providing a consumption allowance, weekly mentoring, life skills 
coaching, access to savings  accounts, and health information or 
services. 
The panelists will emphasize the importance of continued learning, 
and evidence generation as  multidimensional programs such as the 
graduation approach adapt to changing poverty contexts and  as 
government systems get more sophisticated. Through reflections on 
success and failures, the  panel will discuss critical factors that need to 
be in place to scale appropriately and e�ectively and  how evidence 
and M&E systems can plan a pivotal role in generating demands for 
such programs  among Governments to their critical role in ensuring 
quality at scale.
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11:45– 13:00

Sub Theme – 1, 7
“Professionalization of M&E to Enhance Institutional Capacity: 
Opportunities and Challenges ”

Moderator:

• Dr. Yasmin Ali Haque, UNICEF Representative to India
Panelists:
• Mr Gonzalo Hernández Licona, Director, Multidimensional 

Poverty Peer Network
• Dr. Renu Singh, Executive Director, Young Lives India
• Shri Nand Kumarum, IAS, Chief Executive O�cer, Madhya 

Pradesh Agency for Information Technology (MAPIT)

Building M&E capacity is one of the key paths to achieve inclusive 
sustainable development. For every country, monitoring and 
evaluation (M&E) is critical to evidence-based policymaking, 
budget decisions, management, accountability and good gover-
nance. This panel examines the current practice, existing models, 
innovations and emerging initiatives, and discusses some of the 
key barriers including resource requirements to progress the 
professionalisation of M&E systems. Professionalisation is key to 
enhancing evaluation use which requires capacity development at 
various levels. We envision that providing some experiences on 
professionalization in various parts of the Globe will contribute to a 
South-South knowledge exchange for key stakeholders who are 
working to advance M & E systems in their own countries.
The panel will address issues like recent developments towards 
professionalization; Need for an evaluation policy; Developing 
institutional and individual capacities; challenges and so on. The 
structure of the panel will be short presentations by experts 
followed by a discussion with them on important issues and a 
question answer session with the audience.



Our Speakers

Session 1: Role of M&E in institutionalizing evidence-based policy making

Dr. Yamini Aiyar

President and Chief Executive,

Centre for Policy Research

Yamini Aiyar is the President and Chief Executive of the Centre for Policy Research. In 2008, she founded the 

Accountability Initiative at CPR, which is credited with pioneering one of India’s largest expenditure tracking 

surveys for elementary education. Yamini’s work sits at the intersection of research and policy practice. Her 

research interests span the fields of public finance, social policy, state capacity, federalism, governance and the 

study of contemporary politics in India. She has published widely in academic publications and the popular 

press, and writes regularly on current a�airs and policy matters in mainstream Indian newspapers. Yamini serves 

on a number of government and international policy committees as well as boards of nonprofits and think tanks. 

Her recent policy commitments include: Commissioner and Chair governance working group, Lancet 

Commission on Reimagining India's Health System; Member State Advisory Council, Government of Punjab, 

Member Technical Advisory Group, National Data and Analytics Platform, NITI Aayog. Yamini is an alumna of the 

London School of Economics, St. Edmunds College, Cambridge University and St. Stephen’s College, Delhi 

University.

Shri Sunil Kumar

Secretary,

Ministry of Panchayati Raj

Shri Sunil Kumar is a 1987 batch IAS o�cer from UP Cadre. His Ministry was recently conferred the SKOCH 

Challenger Award under “Transparency in Governance” category for IT-led initiatives and transformational 

reforms leading to outcome-based performance improvement, better transparency and strengthening of the 

e-Governance in Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) across the country. Prior to Panchayati Raj, he has held 

several key positions at the Central and State level administration.

170.022 mm



Our Speakers

Shri Pravin Srivastava

Ex-Secretary and Chief Statistician of India,

Government of India

Srivastavaji is a 1983-batch Indian Statistical Service o�cer and has worked in the ministries of Statistics and 

Health in various positions, and briefly in the Union Public Service Commission, in his 35-year career. He has 

been a Secretary to the Indian Statistical Commission, popularly known as the Rangarajan Commission, which 

laid the foundation of the Modern Statistical System. The National Statistical Commission was set up in 2005 on 

its recommendations. He was part of the team that conceived the annual health surveys, which were later 

carried out by the census o�ce. He also helped develop the health management information system (HMIS) of 

the ministry of health, back in the day. He was instrumental in launching a key project in the labour ministry, the 

National Career Service, where all the employment exchanges and portals were linked to form a common portal.

Dr. Gonzalo Hernández Licona

Director,

Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network

Dr. Gonzalo Hernández Licona is now the Director of the Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network (MPPN-OPHI), 

where he coordinates 61 countries and 19 international institutions to advance and exchange ideas about imple-

menting Multidimensional Poverty Indicators. He is also an expert for Country-Led evaluations working for 

UNICEF.  He is Senior Research Fellow at the International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie); Research Asso-

ciate at Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI); Member of the Board of Trustees at El Cole-

gio de México. He was the Executive Secretary of the National Council for the Evaluation of Social Policy (CON-

EVAL) between 2005 and 2019, where he coordinated the evaluation of the social and the measurement of 

poverty at the national, state and municipality level. From 2020 to 2005 he was the General Director of Moni-

toring and Evaluation at the Ministry of Social Development. Between 1991 and 2002 he was a full-time profes-

sor at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM); he is still a part-time professor at ITAM. He also 

was part of the 15 Independent Group of Scientists who wrote the 2019 Global Sustainable Development Report 

for the United Nations. Gonzalo has a Ph. D. in Economics from Oxford University, M. A. in Economics from the 

University of Essex and a B. A. from ITAM. 



Our Speakers

Shri M. Hari Menon

Country Director,

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Mr. M Hari Menon leads the India O�ce of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. He oversees the foundation’s 

work in South and South-East Asia. In this role as director of the India O�ce, Hari is in charge of managing the 

foundation's work areas in India, with an objective to improve conditions of family health, sanitation, digital 

financial inclusion, agriculture, and gender equality. He has led many complex portfolios in the foundation and 

has been successful in advancing the goals by engaging with governments, public and private partners, 

philanthropists and non-governmental organizations.Prior to the India Country director role, he was leading the 

teams that focus on policy and advocacy and program communications for Global Health, Global Development, 

and Global Growth & Opportunity. Since 2017, he has also been overseeing the foundation’s policy and 

government relations for South and South-East Asia. He also has experience in the consumer goods and 

information technology sectors with companies like Colgate Palmolive and Infosys Technologies. Hari holds a 

graduate degree in business management from XLRI School of Management, Jamshedpur and a bachelor’s 

degree in Mechanical Engineering from the College of Engineering & Technology, Jamia Millia Islamia, New 

Delhi.

Shri Shyam Sunder Dubey

ICAS O�cer, Joint Secretary & Financial Advisor in the Ministry of Housing &

Urban A�airs (MoHUA), Government of India

Shri Dubey is B.Sc. (Biology), M.Sc. (Psychology), M.Phil. in Strategic a�airs and national security as part of 

long-term training from National Defence College and holds Post Graduate Diploma in International Business 

from Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, New Delhi. He has around 30 years of rich, varied and multi-disciplinary 

experience in the field of Public Financial management, Programme/Project Management of managing GoI’s 

welfare schemes, i.e., PDS, Accounting, Performance and E�ciency Audit of schemes, Budgeting, Public 

Expenditure Management and Procurement.

In the past, Shri Dubey served in various important position with di�erent Ministries like Financial Adviser, Bank 

Note Press, Ministry of Finance, Deputy Secretary in Ministry of Food, Consumer A�airs and Pubic Distribution, 

Head, Procurement and Logistics, UN World Food Programme, Chief Controller of Accounts, Department of 

Industrial Policy and Promotion and also in Ministry of Housing and Urban A�airs.

Session 2: Monitoring Outcomes for realizing SDGs



Our Speakers

Sampath Kumar

Principal Secretary to Health & Family Welfare Department,

Government of Meghalaya

He is also serving as Commissioner & Secretary to Programme Implementation & Evaluation Department, CEO, 

Meghalaya Basin Development Authority, Principal Secretary to Social Welfare Department at Government of 

Meghalaya and Principal Secretary to Community & Rural Development Department. He was also the CEO of 

Rajiv Gandhi Mahila Vikas Pariyojana from 2007-14 where he played a key role in developing a rights-based 

poverty reduction and community empowerment model that is holistic, cost-e�ective, sustainable and easily 

scalable. He has a pivotal role in the implementation of Meghalaya’s Outcomes oriented Transformation in 

Health, nutrition, Education and Rural development Programme or the MOTHER programme across the state to 

collect and report key data on health, nutrition, education and rural development in real time. With more than 

fifteen years of leadership experience in the IAS, he has developed innovative models and lasting solutions for 

conflict-resolution, poverty reduction, women’s empowerment, rural development, disaster relief and 

governance transparency measures. He holds a Masters in Public Administration from Harvard University and 

BE in Electronics and Communications Engineering from Osmania University. 

Dr. Pinaki Chakraborty

Director,

National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi

Prior to this, he was the Chief-Social Policy-UNICEF, and the Chief of Field O�ce-UNICEF Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 
Since 2008, he has been Professor at the National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi. He served as 
a Member, Advisory Council to the Fifteenth Finance Commission of India and Member-Secretary, Committee on 
Fiscal Statistics appointed by the National Statistical Commission in 2017. Chakraborty served as Economic 
Adviser to the 14th Finance Commission of India, heading the Economic Analysis and Technical Coordination 
Division of the Commission.  He also served as a Member of the Third Union Territory Finance Commission, 
appointed by the Ministry of Home A�airs, and as a Consultant to the Eleventh Finance Commission of India.
Dr. Chakraborty has critical domain knowledge of the public finances of the national and state governments and 
has served on the advisory committees of various research institutions in India. He has also held short term visiting 
appointments in the Department of Economics at the University of Ottawa and the University of Carleton, and at 
the Centre for Development Studies-a�liated to Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi, and taught Indian 
Public Finance course at the Indira Gandhi Institute for Development Research, Mumbai. He has also researched 
extensively on the decentralization and development of States in India. He has co-authored two books titled ‘State 
Level Reforms, Growth, and Development in Indian States” published by the Oxford University Press, New York in 
2014 and ‘Social Sector in a Decentralised Economy: India in the Era of Globalization’ published by Cambridge 
University Press. He publishes regularly on various national and international journals. He has an MPhil in Applied 
Economics and PhD in Economics from the Centre for Development Studies.
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Shrayana Bhattacharya

Senior Economist

World Bank’s Social Protection and Labour unit for South Asia

In her role, she leads the Bank’s engagement with Ministry of Finance, Govt. of India, on social protection 

measures following COVID-19. She also leads a series of World Bank state level engagements to strengthen 

social protection benefits through projects and a knowledge partnership Mission. Prior to joining the World 

Bank, she has worked with the state government of Delhi on Mission Convergence – a program aimed at 

reforming the design and implementation of urban welfare programs in the city. Bhattacharya has worked with 

ILO, SEWA and Centre for Policy Research on a range of issues in the areas of urban bureaucracy and social 

protection, poverty measurement, impact evaluation of public programs, informality and functioning of urban 

labour markets. She completed her post-graduation in public administration and economics from Harvard 

University.

Ronald Abraham

Founding Partner, IDinsight, New Delhi

Ronald leads IDinsight’s India o�ce and is responsible for the organisation’s regional strategy, growth, impact 

and financial stability. He also leads IDinsight's unit at NITI Aayog supporting the Aspirational Districts 

Programme. He is passionate about using data to improve state capacity, especially to transform accountability 

processes and data-driven decision-making within governments.

Under his leadership, IDinsight India has embarked on over 30 analytical engagements in 15 states, spread 

across multiple sectors including agriculture, education, governance, health, nutrition, and social protection. 

Ronald has himself led a number of projects at IDinsight including the State of Aadhaar initiative and learning 

partnerships with the Governments of Bihar and Andhra Pradesh. He has also led projects supporting education 

foundations and non-profits in India, including Akanksha, Going to School, Pratham and STiR. 

Previously, Ronald worked with Pratham on the Annual Status of Education Report (2006 and 2007) and as 

their lead for a statewide learning program with the Government of Punjab. 
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Nicolas Bidault

Senior Regional RAM o�cer,

WFP Regional o�ce of Asia and the Pacific

He manages the Research, Assessment and Monitoring agenda in the region for WFP. Prior to that, he was Deputy 
Global Coordinator (and Acting Global Coordinator) of the UN Network for SUN for Nutrition originally founded 
by WHO, UNICEF, WFP, FAO and later joined by IFAD. In this role, he worked closely with UN agencies, civil society 
organisations and research institutions on nutrition-related data issues and studies.   
Prior to joining the UN Network for SUN, Nicolas Bidault was the Director of the Strategic Information department 
at the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria based in Geneva, where he was responsible for evidence 
generation, analytics and research. He has a long career in monitoring and data analytics in various UN agencies 
in Africa, Latin America and Asia. Nicolas was also in 2010-2011 the Chief of the Monitoring unit at WFP based in 
Rome.

Eric Kenefick

Deputy Country Director of the World Food Programme, India

Prior to his current appointment, Eric was the Senior Programme Policy O�cer for WFP Afghanistan, based in 
Kabul, from 2016-2019, as well as Senior Programme Policy O�cer for WFP Sudan in Khartoum, from 2011-2015. 
His work in both country o�ces involved leadership and design of strategic programmes to address the food and 
nutrition needs of vulnerable households and individuals. Eric started his work with WFP in 1998 when he designed 
and led a joint food security and nutrition survey with WFP and UNICEF in Cambodia.  He then was involved in 
vulnerability analysis and mapping (VAM) and M&E consultations in Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Nepal before 
joining the VAM unit in WFP Headquarters in 2002.  He moved to the southern Africa Regional Bureau in 2005 and 
worked there for 6 years as Regional Head of VAM and M&E.  Eric also has direct experience in evaluation, with 
UNICEF (nutrition and community development) and WHO (iron supplementation programme) in Cambodia.  Eric 
also spent a year in the O�ce of Evaluation in WFP Headquarters where he was mostly involved in managing a 
series of impact evaluations on blanket and supplementary feeding programmes, working with 3iE. 

Session-3: Evidence when it matters most: Remote food security and 
nutrition monitoring solutions for improved results
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Yumiko Kanemitsu

Regional Evaluation O�cer, WFP

Yumiko Kanemitsu is the Regional Evaluation O�cer for WFP Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific. She is 

a Professional evaluator with over 20 years of experience in evidence-based policy making, including 

Results-Based Management (RBM) for various socio-economic development areas for leading international 

institutions, particularly focusing on food security, human rights, and gender. Her focus includes building a 

harmonized multidisciplinary approach to development in all SDG areas.

Major General Manoj Kumar Bindal

Executive Director

National Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM)

Major General M. K. Bindal is presently the Executive Director, National Institute of Disaster Management. He 

was commissioned into the Corps of Army Air Defence in December 1985. During his more than three decades 

of service he has held important command and sta� assignments. Having held all echelons of command within 

an Air Defence Regiment in diverse theatres, he commanded an Air Defence Regiment and an Air Defence 

Brigade in the Kashmir region against the backdrop of counter insurgency operations. He was General O�cer 

Commanding of a sensitive Sub Area in the North East. He has been on the sta� of a Mountain Brigade 

deployed in counter insurgency ops and in the High Altitude area, an Armoured Division deployed in the plains, 

a Desert Corps and in a Corps HQ in High Altitude Areas. He has also been posted as Deputy Director General 

in Directorate of Army Air Defence where he was dealing with operations, Training, Air Defence Control & 

Reporting and Air Intelligence issues. Major General M. K. Bindal served as the Provost Marshall in the United 

Nations Mission in Mozambique where he was deeply involved in the liquidation of the mission. He has been the 

Director, Centre for United Nations Peacekeeping (CUNPK) New Delhi. For three years he was also the 

Secretary of the International Association of Peacekeeping Training Centres.
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Sudhanshu Pandey

Secretary

Department of Food and Public Distribution

Mr. Sudhanshu Pandey currently serves as the Secretary, Department of Food and Public Distribution. He is a 1987 
batch IAS o�cer of the Jammu and Kashmir cadre. Mr. Pandey has over three decades of experience in di�erent 
senior positions in state and central governments, and the Indian embassy in Germany. He previously served as 
the Additional Secretary in the Department of Commerce.

In his present capacity, he deals with matters relating to foodgrain management in the country for the central 
pool stocks including procurement, storage and movement of wheat, rice & coarse grain for its further distribution 
through a network of Public Distribution System Outlets.  He also deals with policy intervention for the sugar and 
edible oil industry in the country.  Administration of National Food Security Act, 2013 is one of the major responsi-
bilities.

He has been recipient of Governor’s Medal, Chief Minister’s Gold Medal, National Award by Akhil Bhartiya Vidvat 
Parishad, Varanasi & Government of India Commendation Certificates for his services in the Central and Provincial 
Government.

Shubhashis Gangopadhyay

Dean, Indian School of Public Policy (ISPP)

He is the Founder and Research Director of the India Development Foundation. He is also the Professor of Emerg-
ing Market Finance, University of Groningen, Netherlands; and Visiting Professor at the Gothenburg School of 
Business, Economics and Law, Gothenburg University, Sweden. He began his career with the Indian Statistical 
Institute (ISI) as a Lecturer in 1983 and was promoted to a Professor in 1991. He has been a consultant to various 
ministries including Finance, Planning, Industry and Rural Development Additionally he has served on the board 
of the Industrial Reconstruction Bank of India (IRBI), as a member on the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) Advisory 
Group on Bankruptcy Law and on the Bankruptcy Task Force of IPD (Initiative for Policy Dialogue), Columbia 
University.

Session 4: Promoting evaluations in academic institutions
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Arnab Mukherji

Professor, 

Center for Public Policy at IIM Bangalore. 

His work focuses on the economics of healthcare and governance. He holds honorary positions at the WORLD 

Policy Center at UCLA, the Development Economics Research Center at the University of Kent, and as a 

Commissioner for the Lancet Citizen's Commission on Reimagining India's Health System. His research has 

been published in international journals such as the American Journal of Public Health, BMJ, Journal of Health 

Economics, Economic Development and Cultural Change, Journal of Development Studies, and World 

Development. Arnab has a Ph.D. in Policy Analysis from the Pardee RAND Graduate School, a Masters in 

Economics from Jawaharlal Nehru University, and an undergraduate degree in economics from Delhi University. 

He has consulted with international organizations such as ADB, World Bank and several state governments on 

evaluating large government programs.

B. Venkatesh Kumar

Ph.D., Professor and Chairperson, 

Center for Governance and Public Policy at TISS

He has authored the National Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Hub at TISS and Guidelines issued by the 

Public Sector Enterprises for CSR. Kumar was a visiting Professor at the Graduate School of Education, 

University of Pennsylvania and Rutger University, and visiting Scholar at the University of California, Berkeley. 

He has also been a visiting fellow at the Centre for Advanced Study of India (CASI), University of Pennsylvania. 

He was the Course Director of the One-Week In-service Training for senior and mid-career IAS o�cers (policy 

leaders and civil servants) on “Social Policy and Governance” and has trained over 450 since 2011 under the 

aegis of the Government of India's Department of Personnel and Training. His most significant contribution in 

policy design, formulation, and implementation (2012-19) in advising and providing support to the Ministry of 

Human Resource Development's major policy initiative, higher education policy,National Mission on Higher 

Education. This flagship centrally sponsored programme is a countrywide reform initiative to revive and 

resurrect the state higher education systems, especially the public universities and their a�liated college 

structures, and funded Rs.15,000 crore to support over 3,000 public-funded Universities and Colleges across 

India. He was also involved in the Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) Bill, which seeks to reform 

India's higher education regulatory framework besides several other higher education reforms (2015-19).
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Dr. Anitha Govindaraj

Advisor, Centre for NRM and Decentralized Governance and

Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Good Governance and Policy Analysis

Dr. Govindaraj is an Agricultural economist, with more than 12 years of experience in teaching and action 

oriented research, policy analysis, Monitoring and Evaluation in diverse fields such as Agriculture, Rural 

development, Natural resource management, Revenue and HR restructuring. Before joining AIGGPA, worked as 

state coordinator (M&E) with SFAC, GOI for the project on FPOs.

Dr. Sanjeev Sridharan

Country Lead, Learning Systems and Systems Evaluation at the

India Country O�ce of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

He was the Director of the Evaluation Centre for Complex Health Interventions at Li Ka Shing Knowledge Institute 
at St. Michaels Hospital and an Associate Professor at the Department of Health Policy, Management and Evalua-
tion at the University of Toronto. Prior to his position at Toronto, he was the Head of the Evaluation Program and 
Senior Research Fellow at the Research Unit in Health, Behaviour and Change at the University of Edinburgh. He 
is a former associate editor of the American Journal of Evaluation and is currently on the boards of the Canadian 
Journal of Program Evaluation, New Directions for Evaluation and the Journal of Evaluation and Program 
Planning.  He is PhD from University of California and M.S from Purdue University.

Dr. Ashwini Chhatre

Associate Professor of Public Policy and Executive Director,

Bharti Institute of Public Policy, Indian School of Business  

He is an interdisciplinary scholar with research interests broadly centred on the dynamic cross-scale interactions 
between governance, economic development, and environmental protection. He has a background in Economics, 
graduate training in Political Science, and longstanding engagement with scholarship in Comparative Politics, 
Ecological Economics, Human Geography, Environmental Anthropology, Landscape Ecology, Environmental 
History, and Public Policy. Ashwini’s main research interests lie in the study of the intersection of democracy with 
environment and development, with a more recent focus on climate change vulnerability and adaptation, and 
projects covering the entire spectrum from household-level to global analysis. Ashwini was the founding 
Editor-in-Chief of World Development Perspectives during 2016-19, served as the Senior Editor of Conservation 
Letters during 2009-2014, and his research has been published as one book and several articles in Science, PNAS, 
and other leading journals.
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Shri Balamurugan D.

Chief Executive O�cer,

Bihar Rural Livelihoods Promotion Society (JEEViKA)

Balamurugan D. is an Indian Administrative O�cer with over a decade of experience in the civil services of 

Indian National Government. A graduate in Agriculture Science and Agri- Management from Tamil Nadu 

Agriculture University, Coimbatore, he is currently the Chief Executive O�cer of Bihar Rural Livelihoods 

Promotion Society (BRLPS) popularly known as JEEViKA, the flagship program for poverty alleviation in the 

State. He brings rich experience in governance and administration with his stints as District Magistrate in 

districts of Jehanabad, Gopalganj, Darbhanga, Gaya and Siwan. In his previous roles, he contributed immensely 

in the areas of digitizing the Social Pension Programs and community-led sanitation systems. Mr. Balamurugan 

is also the Commissioner, Self-Employment, Govt. of Bihar and leads the agenda of skill development in rural 

areas for gainful self-employment in rural Bihar.

Shri Debasish Ray Choudhuri

Director - THP (Targeting Hardcore Poor),

Bandhan Konnagar

Debasish Ray Choudhuri has about 35 years of combined experience in the corporate and development 

sectors. He has spent the last decade working as the Director of THP (Targeting Hardcore Poor) programme in 

Bandhan Konnagar, Kolkata- a leading Pan-India development organisation. He leads Bandhan’s flagship 

development program of graduating ultra-poor families in collaboration with USAID/DIV, DFID/SIDBI, 

IFAD/Govt. of Jharkhand, World Bank/ Govt. of Rajasthan, Co-Impact/Govt. of Bihar, Ford Foundation, Michael 

& Susan Dell Foundation, and the corporate social responsibility divisions of several banking, FMCG and 

aviation organisations. He currently also looks after Bandhan’s social enterprise unit dealing with renewable 

energy and artisanal products.

Prior to Bandhan, Debasish worked with various MNCs, start-ups, Government autonomous bodies, Not for 

Profits, and social enterprises, where he had been driving business operations, innovation & incubation, 

capacity building, “fair trade”, and poverty alleviation programs- notable associations being with the National 

Innovation Foundation (under Deptt of Science & Technology, Govt. of India), EU Fair Trade projects, GIZ RE 

(renewable energy-access to finance) projects, Norway Min. of External A�airs Knowledge Exchange project. 

Debasish is a Post Graduate in Business Management with additional professional trainings in Foreign Trade, IT, 

Quality, Management and Social Practices. He has appeared at various national and international forums on 

innovation, fair trade, clean energy, and graduation approach towards poverty alleviation.
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Colin Andrews

Program Manager - Social Protection and Jobs Global Practice and

Partnership for Economic Inclusion, World Bank

Colin Andrews is a program manager in the World Bank’s Social Protection and Jobs Global Practice. He has 

over 15 years of social protection experience in Africa and South Asia and in global policy. Colin leads the 

Partnership for Economic Inclusion, a multi-partner initiative to support the scale-up of national economic 

inclusion programs. Colin has managed lending operations on safety nets and service delivery in Africa. He has 

published widely on social protection, economic inclusion, crisis response and financing. Previously, he worked 

for the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the European Commission, and 

nongovernmental organizations. He received a master’s degree in economics from Trinity College, Dublin.

Doris King

Associate Director, Programs, Co-Impact

As an Associate Director, Programs, Doris helps support program partners achieve system change outcomes, 
which involves close attention to removing gendered barriers, building winning coalitions, and strengthening 
organizational capabilities. She also facilitates overall team coordination, supporting VP Programs on planning 
and management, and fostering programmatic learning.

She brings to the role diverse experience from working internationally across the business, civic and intergovern-
mental sectors. Prior to joining Co-Impact, Doris previously built and co-led a fast growth refugee assistance 
community and co-founded a refugee empowerment social enterprise, supporting predominantly female 
displaced artisans in leveraging traditional skills to build new livelihoods. Working with the World Bank Group, she 
supported governments in building legal and regulatory frameworks and technical capacity to engage in tax 
exchange of information. As Policy Analyst at the OECD/Global Forum, she led expert peer reviews to assess 
jurisdictions’ compliance with international exchange of information standards and contributed to shaping policy 
dialogue around its evolution. Doris began her career in the commercial sector, as a UK tax attorney, advising 
financial institutions and multinational corporations on a wide variety of cross-border, multi-million dollar transac-
tions. Doris received her BA (Hons) / MA in Politics, Philosophy and Economics from Oxford University and her 
LL.M in Public International Law from the London School of Economics, where she pursued her interest in the 
intersectionality of women’s rights and public finance.
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Dr. Shagun Sabarwal

Director - Policy, Training, and Communication,

CLEAR/J-PAL South Asia 

Shagun Sabarwal is Director of Policy, Training, and Communications at J-PAL South Asia, and Director of 

CLEAR South Asia. She leads J-PAL South Asia’s engagements with governments, donors, and civil society 

organizations to initiate new research, disseminate policy lessons, and scale up evidence-based programs. As 

Director of CLEAR South Asia, she promotes the center’s mission to strengthen the monitoring, evaluation, 

learning systems, and data use of decision-makers in the region through capacity building and advisory 

services. She provides technical and strategic direction to J-PAL South Asia’s partnerships with state and 

central governments, including the Development Monitoring & Evaluation O�ce (DMEO) at NITI Aayog, the 

Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT), and the State Governments of Odisha, Tamil Nadu, and Punjab. 

She advances J-PAL South Asia’s work as a catalyst for government scale-ups of evidence-based programs, 

and as a technical and knowledge partner for building monitoring and evaluation systems that ensure quality 

at scale. She is currently leading J-PAL South Asia’s role as a knowledge partner to the Government of Bihar for 

the scale-up of the Graduation approach, and is a principal investigator for a process evaluation and a 

randomized evaluation on the adaptation of the Graduation approach by governments. Prior to joining J-PAL, 

Shagun was an Evaluation Specialist with 3ie and a Postdoctoral Fellow at Population Council. She completed 

her doctorate in public health from Harvard University.

Dr. Shalini Rajneesh

IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Planning Programme Monitoring and

Statistics Department, Govt. of Karnataka, and President of Governing Body of

Karnataka Evaluation Authority. 

She is the woman topper of Indian Administrative Service (IAS) 1989 batch, and a gold medallist in Psychology, 

MBA from Australia and PhD in Rural Development. She has penned 13 books, 8 in English and 5 in Kannada 

covering subjects like Management, Personality Development, Women Empowerment, IAS Coaching etc. 

Besides, she regularly writes articles and gives lectures/interviews in T.V., Radio, seminars, etc., to connect to 

people at large, on issues of public interest. She is recipient of 9 prestigious awards and was honoured with 

D.Litt. by Karnataka Women’s University Vijayapura. She is always engaged in bringing innovations in 

governance. She steered a revolutionary legislation i.e Karnataka's Guarantee of Services to Citizens Act, 2011 

popularly known as "Sakala" Project, which bagged the PRIME MINISTER'S Award for Excellence in Civil 

Services.



Our Speakers

Dr. Chaya Degaonkar

Chief Evaluation O�cer, Karnataka Evaluation Authority,

Planning Dept. Government of Karnataka. 

She has served as Professor and, Head, Dept of Economics and Women’s Studies and Dean Faculty of Social 

Sciences, Gulbarga University, Gulbarga, Occupied various prestigious positions in academics and University 

administration. Visiting Professor- Osmania University, Hyderabad, SV University Tirupathi and Institute of 

Human Development New Delhi. Guided 16 Ph.Ds and 30 M.Phil students. Completed 17 International, National 

and State funded projects, published 5 books and 72 articles Served as a member of many National and State 

level Committees including member of the State Task Force on Gender Budgeting and Member advisory 

Committee for Gender Auditing Govt. of Karnataka and Member Hyderabad Karnataka Region Development 

Board, Preparation of State Human Development Reports and District Human Development Reports. Recipient 

of 4 prestigious awards. Active and regular participation in international and national seminars, conferences 

and capacity building programmes as keynote speaker, resource person and Discussant. Prepared a base 

report for Article 371J for Hyderabad Karnataka Region in Karnataka State along with Dr. Shalini Rajneesh. 

Brought in many quality enhancements reforms in Karnataka Evaluation Authority. 

TVSN Prasad

Additional Chief Secretary, Finance & Planning,

Government of Haryana

Mr. Prasad is an Edward S.Mason Fellow in public policy and management, and a John Kenneth Galbraith Scholar 
in infrastructure economics at Harvard Kennedy School of Government. He joined the Indian Administrative 
Service in 1988, serving in the Haryana Cadre. As an IAS o�cer, he served in many positions, such as Deputy Com-
missioner, Rohtak and Kurukshetra, founding Chairman and Managing Director, Andhra Pradesh Central Power 
Distribution Company, Chief Administrator, Haryana State Agricultural Marketing Board, and Principal Secretary, 
Haryana Food, Civil Supplies, and Consumer A�airs. During his career, he has been awarded Best District Collec-
tor for E�orts to make the District Achieve the Country Lowest Population Growth Rate (1998). He has also been 
credited for turning around a loss making electric utility into profit making entity in the States of Haryana and 
Andhra Pradesh.

During his stint at the World Bank, he has served as Senior Energy Specialist and Lead Infrastructure Coordinator 
in the Africa Division of the World Bank, leading power, oil and gas sector national economic policies, invest-
ments, and infrastructure expansion. He has many publications in his name, notably as Lead Author of the book 
"Monitoring Performance of Electric Utilities - Indicators and Benchmarking", which was published by the World 
Bank in 2009. His e�orts in the power and natural oil gas sector have been lauded by many experts in the African 
region, especially with respect to his work in distribution and generation.
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Dr. Shagun Sabarwal

Shri Amod Kumar,Principal Secretary (Planning),

Govt of Uttar Pradesh

Shri. Kumar graduated from IIT Kanpur and Harvard Kennedy School, and has over 25 years of administrative 

experience in Uttar Pradesh, the biggest state in India with a population of about 230 million. Shri Amod Kumar 

was the youngest recipient of Prime Minister's Award for excellence in public administration in 2008 and has 

contributed significantly in the fields of Public Policy, e-Governance, Grievance Redressal, Education, Health 

and Family Welfare. Shri Amod travelled extensively and visited over 50 countries and now is instrumental in 

strengthening planning machinery in the state of Uttar Pradesh.

Shri. Ravi Prakash Gupta

IAS, Director General, Swarna Jayanti Haryana Institute for Fiscal management,

Finance and Planning Department Govt of Haryana. 

Before joining IAS he worked with Govt. of NCT of Delhi at Various Capacities in Labour, Education and 

Technical Education Department. In IAS he worked in Chhattisgarh Govt. and Govt. of Haryana at various levels 

of Administration as Sub Divisional Magistrate , Additional Collector and Deputy Commissioner at field level. 

Worked in various departments as Director Medical Education, Archaeology etc. 

Smt. Jayashree Raghunandan

IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Department of Planning & Development,

Govt of Tamil Nadu.  

Jayashree has worked on bringing SDGs into policy and development issues such as education, child 

protection, health, and women empowerment. Her forte is in program design and implementation with 

outcome focus,training and people’s participation.
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Dr. Yasmin Ali Haque

Representative, UNICEF India Country O�ce

Dr. Yasmin Ali Haque is UNICEF Representative to India since July 2017. With over 24 years of service in UNICEF, 

starting her career in Bangladesh, Yasmin has held leadership roles in the O�ce of Emergency Programmes, 

South Sudan, Ghana and Sri Lanka.

Dr. Haque’s leadership and professional experience spans over a wide range of fields including policy analysis, 

strategic planning for women’s & child rights, child-centric development programming and large-scale 

responses for children in humanitarian crisis. Yasmin is a strong believer in the power of collaborative action in 

accelerating results for children.

Dr. Gonzalo Hernández Licona

Director,

Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network

Gonzalo Hernández Licona is now the Director of the Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network (MPPN-OPHI), 
where he coordinates 61 countries and 19 international institutions to advance and exchange ideas about 
implementing Multidimensional Poverty Indicators. He is also an expert for Country-Led evaluations working for 
UNICEF.  He is Senior Research Fellow at the International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie); Research 
Associate at Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI); Member of the Board of Trustees at El 
Colegio de México. He was the Executive Secretary of the National Council for the Evaluation of Social Policy 
(CONEVAL) between 2005 and 2019, where he coordinated the evaluation of the social and the measurement of 
poverty at the national, state and municipality level. From 2020 to 2005 he was the General Director of 
Monitoring and Evaluation at the Ministry of Social Development. Between 1991 and 2002 he was a full-time 
professor at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM); he is still a part-time professor at ITAM. He 
also was part of the 15 Independent Group of Scientists who wrote the 2019 Global Sustainable Development 
Report for the United Nations. Gonzalo has a Ph. D. in Economics from Oxford University, M. A. in Economics from 
the University of Essex and a B. A. from ITAM. 

Session 7: Leave no one behind: How M&E can help achieve more equitable 
results in the wake of COVID 
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Dr. Renu Singh

Country Director, Young Lives India

Over twenty-seven years of experience in policy analysis, evaluation, research and teacher education and 
professional development both in India and abroad.  She is the founder of Young Lives India, Research to Policy 
Centre and is also the Country Director for Young Lives India, a longitudinal study on childhood poverty, 
University of Oxford. A trained educational psychologist, Montessorian and special educator, she 
conceptualized and set up the Centre for Early Childhood Development and Research, Jamia Millia Islamia as 
well as School of Rehabilitation Sciences in University of Delhi. She held the position of Director, School of 
Rehabilitation Sciences, University of Delhi and has been a member of the Senior Management Team of Save the 
Children, India. She has provided technical and strategic lead to an EU funded Technical Cooperation Fund to 
the MHRD entitled ‘Exchange of International Best Practices Leading to Innovation in SSA’, working with seven 
states (Gujarat, AP, Rajasthan, Orissa, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi and Jammu & Kashmir) from 2010-2013 and was 
the Lead Investigator of a USAID Project on Whole School Development from 2003-2007. She has led on 
various evaluations in India and South Asia including building capacity of NGO’s to develop MIS and developed 
validated tools to monitor and improve their interventions.  Has the privilege of working as Governing Body 
Member of Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) for two terms and has been a member of several Joint 
Review Missions of Ministry of Human Resource Development. Her main research interests remain early 
childhood development, gender and inclusion. She is a prolific writer and has over 100 publications to her credit.  

Shri Nand Kumarum

IAS, Chief Executive O�cer,

Madhya Pradesh Agency for Information Technology (MAPIT)

The Managing Director of Madhya Pradesh State Electronics Development Corporation, an undertaking of the 
Department of Science & Technology, Government of Madhya Pradesh, Shri Nand Kumarum, IAS was born on 
19/01/1981. Shri Nand Kumarum is B.Tech in Petroleum Engineering. Shri Nand Kumarum is an o�cer with more 
than 13 years of experience in the Indian Administrative Service. He has served in various Districts in the capacity 
as Chief Executive O�cer in Zila Panchayats, District Collector, Executive Director in State Agency for Public 
Services, Managing Director in M.P. Paschim Kshetra Vidyut Vitran Company [DISCOM] Indore, M.P. Poorv Kshetra 
Vidyut Vitran Company [DISCOM], Jabalpur and Deputy Secretary in various Departments viz., Water Resources, 
Public Services Management, etc., and the Chief Minister’s o�ce. Besides being the Managing Director of M.P. 
State Electronics Development Corporation, he is also Chief Executive O�cer of Madhya Pradesh Agency for 
Promotion of Information Technology [a registered society under the Department of Science & Technology], 
Managing Director of Bhopal Electronics Manufacturing Park Limited and Jabalpur Electronics Manufacturing 
Park Limited, Executive Director, State Agency for Public Services [SAPS], Department of Public Services 
Management and Mission Director, Integrated Social Security Mission [SAMAGRA],
Department of Social Security Mission and Disabled Welfare, Government of Madhya Pradesh. He is also a 
Director in M/s. MP Online Limited [A Joint Venture Company between Government of Madhya Pradesh and M/s. 
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)].
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Sayak Khatua

Evaluation Specialist - Transparency, Reproducibility,

and Ethics at the International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie)

Sayak is an Evaluation Specialist, with over 5 years of experience as an evaluator with experience in managing 

impact evaluations, building capacity towards managing large sets of mixed methods data, and verifying 

computational reproducibility of conducted evaluations.

Sayak manages and serves as the technical lead for the various transparency, reproducibility, and ethics 

initiatives at 3ie. He currently manages impact evaluations across Nepal, Uganda, and Pakistan and provides 

advisory support to 3ie’s work on evidence synthesis, Big data, and innovations in data for impact evaluation. 

He has worked on quality-assuring and managing projects across health, livelihoods, education, WASH, and so 

on. Sayak holds a Master’s in Economics from, University of Calcutta, a second Master's in Economics from 

Portland State University.

Sriganesh Lokanathan

Data Innovation & Policy Lead, UN Pulse Lab, Jakarta,

Government of Indonesia. 

He is a practitioner and interlocutor at the nexus of data, algorithms, policy, and development across emerging 
Asia Pacific. Previously he co-established and led the internationally recognized multi-disciplinary research 
practice on big data and AI for development at LIRNEasia. His work involves the conceptualization and 
implementation of big data analyses and AI to support global development, understanding its implications on 
society, and mainstreaming its use for social good. He has served as an advisor to a variety of government 
ministries and also been part of government committees for mainstreaming the use of big data in developmental 
policy and o�cial statistics. He has written widely and a frequently invited international speaker on responsibly 
leveraging data and algorithms for development.  He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science, from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Master’s degree in Public Policy from the Lee Kuan Yew School of 
Public Policy of the National University of Singapore.

Session 8: Emerging approaches and technologies for evidence generation
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Anand Trivedi

Monitoring & Evaluation Specialist,

Development Monitoring and Evaluation O�ce, NITI Aayog

Anand’s work experience of more than 11 years spans across Monitoring & Evaluation (M&E), Technology and 
Data-driven governance areas. He has worked with Axis Bank, UNDP, Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd. and 
has been an entrepreneur at Dexter Consultancy Pvt. Ltd and Schemopedia.com. His venture also won the 
NASSCOM National Social Innovation Foundation’s best social innovation award. With a focus on M&E in the 
public policy space, his contributions cover Education, Skill Development, Agriculture, Livelihoods, Public Health 
and Rural Development sub-sectors in Social domain and Railways, Urban housing and Irrigation in 
Infrastructure domain. At DMEO, Anand has played a critical role throughout the journey of institutionalizing the 
Output-Outcome Monitoring Framework (a part of Union Budget) right from its inception stage. He is currently 
working on developing the National Monitoring & Evaluation Policy and an M&E Performance Index. He holds an 
MBA in Marketing & Finance from Management Development Institute, Gurgaon and an Engineering degree in 
Electronics and Communication from Gujarat University.

Varad Pandey

Partner, Omidyar Network India

In his role as Investment Partner, Varad Pande leads strategy, impact and new initiatives at Omidyar Network 
India. A social impact and public policy professional, Varad has held diverse roles across government, strategy, 
multilateral, investment organisations working on issues of economic development, social impact and 
base-of-pyramid business models. Varad was Special Advisor to India’s Minister for Rural Development and 
Environment & Forests, where he drove the agenda on sustainable livelihoods, sanitation, environment and 
climate change. He was a member of the Government of India’s Low Carbon Expert Group. He was Principal 
Advisor to Abhijit Banerjee on the UN secretary-general’s Panel on the Post-2015 Agenda (Sustainable 
Development Goals) and was a Sherpa on the UN secretary-general’s Global Sustainability Panel. He also led the 
establishment of the Prime Minister’s Rural Development Fellowship, which connects India’s youth with 
grassroots development. Varad holds an MPA in International Development (MPA/ID) from the Harvard Kennedy 
School, an MA in Economics from University of Cambridge, and a BA Honours in Economics from St Stephens 
College, Delhi.
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Poornima Dore 

Head, Data Driven Governance, Tata Trusts

Dr. Poornima Dore is an Economist and TAS management professional with deep experience in digital 

transformation as well as corporate and development finance. She currently heads Data Driven Governance at 

the Tata Trusts. In this role, she holds pan India charge of leveraging the power of data and digital tools for 

better SDG outcomes - across all focus districts and cities in India. Previous to this role, she has served on a 

number of Government Committees and Ministerial Working Groups, the most recent being on the National 

Consumption Expenditure Survey, and on Aspirational Districts of India. She has a PhD in Economics from IIT 

Bombay, an MBA from XLRI Jamshedpur and a Bachelor's degree in Economics from Lady Sri Ram College.

Venugopal Mothkoor

Monitoring & Evaluation Specialist,

Development Monitoring and Evaluation O�ce, NITI Aayog

Venu is an experienced researcher with over 10 years of experience in executing both quantitative and qualitative 
research projects. Venu has the experience of executing end-to-end research assignments: preparing research 
proposals, doing background research (literature review & stakeholder interviews), framing research hypothesis, 
coding survey (using ODK, CTO), training enumerators, performing data analysis and preparing impact report in 
various domains of agriculture, industrial and labour economics, sustainable income, climate change, smart cities 
and well-being. Venu can not only do coding, crunch big datasets but also compile impact reports. Venu also has 
experience of working with spatial and satellite datasets. Venu has worked with Oracle, UIDAI, Ministry of 
Electronics & Information Technology, Indian school of Business, National Institute of Rural Development and 
NESTA in the past. He holds an MPA (London School of Economics & National University of Singapore) and 
Bachelors in Engineering (BITS Pilani).
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Suneeta Krishnan 

India Country Lead, MEL, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Suneeta Krishnan is the India Country Lead, Measurement, Learning and Evaluation at the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation. Her team is responsible for grant making to inform and evaluate the foundation’s investments in 
support of India’s health and development goals and to enhance the national evaluation ecosystem. Suneeta is 
a social epidemiologist with 20 years of experience conducting research and engaging policymakers on health 
and social equity in India. Earlier, she served as country director of Research Triangle Institute's Indian subsidiary 
and held faculty positions at the University of California San Francisco and Berkeley, the Indian Institute of 
Management Bangalore, the St. John’s Research Institute, Bangalore and the James P Grant School of Public 
Health in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Suneeta has an AB in Biological Sciences from Barnard College and a PhD in 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics from the University of California, Berkeley. She is a recipient of the 2004 U.S. 
Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers.

S. Krishnan 

Additional Chief Secretary, Finance Department, Government of Tamil Nadu

S. Krishnan is currently the Additional Chief Secretary, Finance and holds full additional charge as the Managing 
Director of the New Tirupur Area Development Corporation Limited. With a service record of more than 25 years, 
Mr. Krishnan served as the Senior Advisor in the O�ce of the Executive Director for India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 
and Bhutan of the International Monetary Fund (Washington DC), representing the Government of India in the 
G20 Expert Groups on International Financial Architecture and Global Financial Safety Nets, and assisting in 
preparing the union budgets as well as the Tamil Nadu State Budgets. He holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) from 
St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University and Master of Arts in Economics from Annamalai University.  

Marie Gaarder 

Executive Director, 3ie

Marie Gaarder is the Executive Director of 3ie, leading the organization’s e�orts to improve lives in low- and 
middle-income countries by supporting the generation and e�ective use of high quality and relevant evidence to 
inform decision-making. Gaarder has over 20 years of experience managing operational and research projects 
with a development focus. Her prior positions include manager in the World Bank’s Independent Evaluation 
Group, director of the evaluation department at the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation, and senior 
social development economist at the Inter-American Development Bank.
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Emmanuel Jimenez 

Senior Research Fellow, 3ie

Emmanuel (Manny) Jimenez is an economist who is currently a non-resident Senior Research Fellow at 3ie. Most 
recently, after five years Manny stepped down as 3ie’s executive director in January 2020. Prior to this, he spent 
several years at the World Bank Group where he provided technical expertise and strategic leadership in a 
number of research and operational positions including as director of the bank’s operational program in human 
development in its Asia regions from 2000-2012 and as director of public sector evaluations from 2012- 2014. 
Before joining the bank, Dr. Jimenez was on the economics faculty at the University of Western Ontario in 
London, Canada.  He received his PhD from Brown University.  Dr. Jimenez has published extensively in various 
fields in economic development, is the editor of the Journal of Development E�ectiveness and former editor of 
the World Bank Research Observer. 

Kirthi Rao 

Evidence Impact Specialist, 3ie

Kirthi Rao is an Evidence Impact Specialist at 3ie. She is responsible for monitoring, analysing and reporting on the 
impact of evidence from 3ie-funded studies. She also contributes to 3ie's projects to improve tools and processes 
for strengthening evidence impact and its measurement. Prior to this, she worked with Collaborative Research 
and Development as a researcher on studies relating to inclusive education. Kirthi holds an MA in Urban Policy and 
Governance from Tata Institute of Social Sciences, a post-graduate diploma in print journalism from the Asian 
College of Journalism and a BA in Economics from the University of Delhi.  

Samik Sundar Das

Senior Rural Development Specialist, World Bank

Samik Sundar Das is the senior rural development specialist at the World Bank. He is an experienced professional 
who has worked for around two decades with government line ministries, civil society organizations and private 
foundations in the areas of community-driven development, human resource development, community-based 
skilling and micro-business promotion. He has contributed extensively towards the preparation and 
implementation of large scale rural development programs. His current passion is to rejuvenate the intrinsic 
entrepreneurial zeal of women entrepreneurs and catalyse business ecosystem development for women-led 
enterprises. Voluntarily, he has been mentoring small enterprises for creating localized jobs in the suburbs of New 
Delhi.  Academically, he has obtained two Masters related to Development Studies from India and the USA. 
Currently, he is based in the Delhi o�ce of the World Bank.
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Marco Segone

Director, Evaluation O�ce of UNFPA

He has 25 years of progressive and complementary work experience in Africa, Asia, Eastern and Central Europe, 
Latin America and USA, working in Country O�ces, Regional O�ces and Headquarters. Marco has a proven 
track record in strengthening evaluation systems in the United Nations, as well as national evaluation systems, 
leveraging partnerships with Governments, Civil Society Organizations, UN entities, Multilateral Development 
Banks, Parliamentarians and Academia. Marco bridges the gap between policy makers and evaluators to ensure 
evaluation credibility and utility. 
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Asela Kalugampitya

President,

Asia Pacific Evaluation Association and Sri Lanka Evaluation Association

He is a Sri Lankan lawyer who has been active in the M&E field for over 25 years. Asela has been instrumental in 
promotion of national evaluation policies & systems and engaging parliamentarians in evaluation globally. Asela 
was instrumental in launching the International Year of Evaluation 2015 and organizing the Global Evaluation 
Forum held at the parliament of Nepal and parliament of Kyrgyz Republic. He is the (honorary) Director- Center 
for Evaluation, University of Sri Jayewardenepura and a member of the teaching faculty of the Post Graduate 
Diploma in Monitoring and Evaluation course run by the same university. Also he is an Advisory Committee 
member of the International Programme for Development Evaluation Training (IPDET). 

Ana Erika Lareza

Monitoring & Evaluation Specialist at Workland M&E Institute 

Ms. Erika is a young and emerging evaluator from the Philippines and has conducted evaluation and research 
particularly in the field of agriculture, disaster risk management and environmental sciences. She is also the 
coordinator of the Asia Pacific Evaluation Association and is the Co - founder and Co-leader of EvalYouth Asia and 
is the Vice-President of Philippine Evaluators for Development.
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Alok Srivastava

Founder and Core Group Member, ECOI 

He is an M&E expert with more than two and a half decades of experience. He holds double Masters, in Gender 
& Development Studies; and in Rural Development & Management. He is also an alumnus of International 
Programme for Development Evaluation (IPDET).Alok is Director at Centre for Media Studies (CMS) and board 
member of di�erent Institutional Review Boards on ethics and initiatives taken for Professionalization of 
Evaluation. Alok is a Resource Person on developing M&E Framework and has developed Poverty Index Tool, 
Media Credibility Assessment, Ethics Sensitivity Test, among others. Alok has been part of the national 
delegation to Bhutan and Bangladesh Governments on Government Performance Management. Alok writes, 
speaks and mentors on M&E; public policies & services; ethics in research & evaluation, and has contributed 
several research papers/articles in reputed journals and books. 

Dr. Rashmi Agrawal

Co-founder and Co-leader of Evaluation Community of India 

She retired from NILERD as a Director  in 2016. Dr. Agarwal has a Ph.D. in Psychology from Lucknow University, 
India. She is also an IPDET graduate from Carleton University,  Canada. Dr. Rashmi has over 30 years of experience 
as a Trainer & Researcher in the field of M&E, Education, Employment & other Social issues.
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